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Ms. GRANGER. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor Senior Chief Petty Officer Explosive
Ordnance Disposal Kraig Michael Kaleolani
Vickers who died August 6th in Wardak Prov-
ince, Afghanistan. Senior Chief Vickers was a
patriot and a hero who made the ultimate sac-
rifice ensuring the security of our nation. He
will be greatly missed.

Senior Chief Vickers was a highly decorated
combat veteran with numerous awards, includ-
ing four Bronze Star Medals with Valor, two
Purple Heart Medals, Defense Meritorious
Service Medal, Joint Service Commendation
Medal with Valor, Navy and Marine Corps
Commendation Medal, three Navy and Marine
Corps Achievement Medals, two Combat Ac-
tion Ribbons, Presidential Unit Citation, two
Afghanistan Campaign Medals, Iragi Cam-
paign Medal, Global War on Terrorism Expedi-
tionary Medal, Global War on Terrorism Serv-
ice Medal, and numerous other personal and
unit decorations.

Senior Chief Vickers is survived by his lov-
ing family, friends, and teammates.

His nation owes Senior Chief Vickers an
enormous debt of gratitude. We are honored
to have had such an exemplary American
fighting for his country.

| wish to extend my condolences to Senior
Chief Vickers’ family, friends, and teammates
and hope they continue to find solace in his
lasting impact on his grateful nation. Our
thoughts and prayers are with them.

——
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Mr. KUCINICH. Mr. Speaker, | rise to speak
in honor of Randolph Baxter as he retires from
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26 years as a Federal Bankruptcy Judge for
the Northern District of Ohio, and as Chief
Judge for the last seven years. In 1996, Judge
Baxter was appointed by the Sixth Circuit
Court of Appeals to serve as a charter mem-
ber of its Bankruptcy Appellate Panel. Pri-
marily appointed to sit in Cleveland, Judge
Baxter also heard cases in Akron, Canton, To-
ledo and Youngstown and has served as a
visiting judge in Delaware, New York, Ten-
nessee, Michigan and Florida.

A native of Columbia, Tennessee, Judge
Baxter is an honors graduate of Tuskegee
University and the University of Akron School
of Law. Prior to becoming a judge, Judge Bax-
ter was engaged in the private practice of law
before serving as a federal prosecutor with the
U.S. Department of Justice. He also served as
the Deputy Director, Department of Public
Service for the City of Akron, Ohio, and earlier
served as a salary administration analyst with
the B.F. Goodrich Company.

Judge Baxter served as an officer in the
U.S. Army, receiving the Bronze Star for
Valor, among other unit citations, while serving
as a tank platoon leader in Vietnam and Cam-
bodia with the 11th Armored Cavalry Regi-
ment. He later achieved the rank of captain
and commanded a tank company before re-
signing his commission and returning to civil-
ian life in 1971.

As a student, Judge Baxter worked sum-
mers in the steel mills, earning his way
through college. It was perhaps this experi-
ence that prepared him for presiding over a
motion for a Temporary Restraining Order,
TRO, in the LTV Steel bankruptcy case. While
the case itself was assigned to another judge
in the Northern District of Ohio, the motion for
the TRO came when the other judge was not
available. Judge Baxter quickly learned the
issues behind the motion and heard argu-
ments from all sides. The motion was sub-
mitted after workers at the LTV facility in
Cleveland realized that there was not enough
coke being shipped to keep the blast furnace
hot until the sitting judge could hear the merits
of the case for shutting down or keeping open
the Cleveland steelmaking facilities. If the fur-
nace did not stay hot, it would have been ir-
reparably damaged and Cleveland would have
lost the capability to produce primary steel. As
the LTV lawyers observed Judge Baxter’s re-
actions to both sides of the argument and
came to grips with the tough questions Judge

September 8, 2011

Baxter asked, they asked the judge to adjourn
while they negotiated an Agreed Order with
my attorneys and the attorneys for the steel
workers and the various creditors in the bank-
ruptcy case. The parties negotiated an Agreed
Order, LTV complied with the order to keep
the furnace hot, and the steelmaking assets
were saved. Nearly 10 years later, the blast
furnace is now part of Arcelor Mittal and con-
tinues to produce steel.

Mr. Speaker and colleagues, please join me
in honoring Chief Judge Randolph Baxter, sol-
dier, scholar, lawyer and judge, as he retires
from the federal bankruptcy bench and em-
barks on the next set of journeys in his life.

———
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Mr. KING of New York. Mr. Speaker, today
| rise to acknowledge and pay tribute to the
tremendous efforts of Debra Brown Steinberg
on behalf of the families of 9/11 victims.

For ten years now, Ms. Steinberg has
worked tirelessly as an advocate for these
families and to ensure they are treated the
same, regardless of their respective citizen-
ship or immigration status. She has played a
major role in writing various bills that benefit 9/
11 families including New York State’s Sep-
tember 11th Victims and Families Relief Act,
the September 11th Family Humanitarian Re-
lief and Patriotism Act, and the September
11th Victims Compensation Fund. On a per-
sonal note, | have enjoyed working closely
with Ms. Steinberg and the Department of
Homeland Security to permit eligible spouses
and children of 9/11 victims to remain in the
United States and ultimately become perma-
nent residents.

In addition, all of Ms. Steinberg’s work for
these families has been pro-bono and her per-
severance in seeing that they are taken care
of is extraordinary. On behalf of the 9/11 fami-
lies, many of which are constituents of mine,
| would like to once again honor Debra Stein-
berg for her commitment to their lives.
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